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"Life Sentence" redirects here. For other uses, see Life Sentence (disambiguation).
"Life term" redirects here. For lifelong terms of office, see Life tenure.
Not to be confused with Indefinite imprisonment.
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Life imprisonment is any sentence of imprisonment for a crime under which convicted people are to remain in prison either for the rest of their natural lives or until pardoned, paroled or otherwise commuted to a fixed term. Crimes for which, in some countries, a person could receive this sentence include murder, attempted murder, conspiracy to commit murder, blasphemy,[1] apostasy, terrorism, severe child abuse, rape, child rape, espionage, treason, high treason, drug dealing, drug trafficking, drug possession, human trafficking, severe cases of fraud, severe cases of financial crimes, aggravated criminal damage in English law, and aggravated cases of arson, kidnapping, burglary, or robbery which result in death or grievous bodily harm, piracy, aircraft hijacking, and in certain cases genocide, ethnic cleansing, crimes against humanity, certain war crimes or any three felonies in case of three-strikes law. Life imprisonment (as a maximum term) can also be imposed, in certain countries, for traffic offenses causing death.[2] The life sentence does not exist in all countries: Portugal was the first to abolish life imprisonment, in 1884.
Where life imprisonment is a possible sentence, there may also exist formal mechanisms for requesting parole after a certain period of prison time. This means that a convict could be entitled to spend the rest of the sentence (until that individual dies) outside prison. Early release is usually conditional on past and future conduct, possibly with certain restrictions or obligations. In contrast, when a fixed term of imprisonment has ended, the convict is free. The length of time served and the conditions surrounding parole vary. Being eligible for parole does not necessarily ensure that parole will be granted. In some countries, including Sweden, parole does not exist but a life sentence may - after a successful application - be commuted to a fixed-term sentence, after which the offender is released as if the sentence served was that originally imposed.
In many countries around the world, particularly in the Commonwealth, courts have the authority to pass prison terms that may amount to de facto life imprisonment.[3] For example, courts in South Africa have handed out at least two sentences that have exceeded a century, while in Tasmania, Australia, Martin Bryant, the perpetrator of the Port Arthur massacre in 1996, received 35 life sentences plus 1,035 years without parole, and James Holmes, perpetrator of the 2012 Aurora, Colorado shooting, received 12 consecutive life sentences plus 3,318 years without the possibility of parole. Sentence without parole effectively means a sentence cannot be suspended; the prisoner may, however, effectively be released following a pardon, either on appeal, retrial or humanitarian grounds, such as imminent death. In several countries where "de facto" life terms are used, this is commonplace, such as in the case of Abdelbaset al-Megrahi.
Few countries allow for a minor to be given a lifetime sentence with no provision for eventual release; these include Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina (only over the age of 16),[4] Australia, Belize, Brunei, Cuba, Dominica, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, the Solomon Islands, Sri Lanka, and the United States. According to a University of San Francisco School of Law study, only the U.S. had minors serving such sentences in 2008.[5] In 2009, Human Rights Watch estimated that there were 2,589 youth offenders serving life sentences without the possibility for parole in the U.S.[6][7] The United States leads in life sentences (both adults and minors), at a rate of 50 people per 100,000 (1 out of 2,000) residents imprisoned for life.
United States
Main article: Life imprisonment in the United States
In 2011, the Supreme Court of the United States ruled that sentencing minors to life without parole, automatically (as the result of a statute) or as the result of a judicial decision, for crimes other than intentional homicide, violated the Eighth Amendment's ban on "cruel and unusual punishments", in the case of Graham v. Florida.
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Mugshot of Burton Phillips, sentenced to life imprisonment for bank robbery, 1935
Graham v. Florida was a significant case in juvenile justice. In Jacksonville, Florida, Terrence J. Graham tried to rob a restaurant along with three adolescent accomplices. During the robbery, one of Graham's accomplices had a metal bar that he used to hit the restaurant manager twice in the head. Once arrested, Graham was charged with attempted armed robbery and armed burglary with assault/battery. The maximum sentence he faced from these charges was life without the possibility of parole, and the prosecutor wanted to charge him as an adult. During the trial, Graham pleaded guilty to the charges, resulting in three years of probation, one year of which had to be served in jail. Since he had been awaiting trial in jail, he already served six months and therefore was released after six additional months.[10]
Within six months of his release, Graham was involved in another robbery. Since he violated the conditions of his probation, his probation officer reported to the trial court about his probation violations a few weeks before Graham turned 18 years old. It was a different judge presiding over his trial for the probation violations a year later. While Graham denied any involvement of the robbery, he did admit to fleeing from the police. The trial court found that Graham violated his probation by "committing a home invasion robbery, possessing a firearm, and associating with persons engaged in criminal activity",[10] and sentenced him to 15 years for the attempted armed robbery plus life imprisonment for the armed burglary. The life sentence Graham received meant he had a life sentence without the possibility of parole, "because Florida abolished their parole system in 2003".[10]
Graham's case was presented to the United States Supreme Court, with the question of whether juveniles should receive life without the possibility of parole in non-homicide cases. The Justices eventually ruled that such a sentence violated the juvenile's 8th Amendment rights, protecting them from punishments that are disproportionate to the crime committed,[10] resulting in the abolition of life sentences without the possibility of parole in non-homicide cases for juveniles.
In 2012 the Supreme Court ruled in the case of Miller v. Alabama in a 5–4 decision and with the majority opinion written by Associate Justice Elena Kagan that mandatory sentences of life in prison without parole for juvenile offenders are unconstitutional. The majority opinion stated that barring a judge from considering mitigating factors and other information, such as age, maturity, and family and home environment violated the Eighth Amendment ban on cruel and unusual punishment. Sentences of life in prison without parole can still be given to juveniles for aggravated first-degree murder, as long as the judge considers the circumstances of the case.[11][12]
In 2016 the Supreme Court ruled in the case of Montgomery v. Louisiana that the rulings imposed by Miller v. Alabama were to apply retroactively.
World view
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Life imprisonment laws around the world:[13]
  Life imprisonment sentence is used
  Life imprisonment sentence is used with certain restrictions
  Life imprisonment is not used
  Unknown
Reform or abolition
In a number of countries, life imprisonment has been effectively abolished. Many of the countries whose governments have abolished both life imprisonment and indefinite imprisonment have been culturally influenced or colonized by Spain or Portugal and have written such prohibitions into their current constitutional laws (including Portugal itself but not Spain) 
A number of European countries have abolished all forms of indefinite imprisonment, including Serbia, Croatia and Spain, which set the maximum sentence at 40 years (for each conviction, which in practice keeps the possibility of de facto life imprisonment), Bosnia and Herzegovina, which sets the maximum sentence at 45 years, and Portugal, which abolished all forms of life imprisonment with the prison reforms of Sampaio e Melo in 1884 and sets the maximum sentence at 25 years. 
Norway (de jure) and Spain (de facto from 1993 until February 2018, the question is now debated of reintroducing de jure life imprisonment, its habitual practice before it became a democracy in 1978-1983) have abolished life imprisonment but retain other forms of indefinite imprisonment. 
In Europe, there are many countries where the law expressly provides for life sentences without the possibility of parole. These countries are England and Wales (within the United Kingdom), the Netherlands, Moldova, Bulgaria,[14] Italy, Hungary, Austria, Malta, Cyprus,[15] Albania, Ukraine and the Republic of Ireland.
In Sweden, although the law does not expressly provide for life without the possibility of release, some convicted persons may never be released, on the grounds that they are too dangerous. In Italy, persons that refuse to cooperate with authorities and are sentenced for mafia activities or terrorism are ineligible for parole and thus will spend the rest of their lives in prison. In Austria, life imprisonment will mean imprisonment for the remainder of the offender's life if clemency is rejected by the President of Austria, and in Malta, there is never any possibility of parole for any person sentenced to life imprisonment, and any form of release from a life sentence is only possible by clemency granted by the President of Malta. In France, while the law does not expressly provide for life imprisonment without any possibility of parole, a court can rule in exceptionally serious circumstances that convicts are ineligible for parole if convicted of child murder involving rape or torture, premeditated murder of a state official or terrorism resulting in death. In Moldova, there is never a possibility of parole for anyone sentenced to life imprisonment, as life imprisonment is defined as "deprivation of liberty of the convict for the entire rest of his/her life". Where mercy is granted in relation to a person serving life imprisonment, imprisonment thereof must not be less than 30 years. In Ukraine, life imprisonment means for the rest of one's life with the only possibilities for release being a terminal illness or a Presidential pardon.[16] In Albania, no person sentenced to life imprisonment is eligible for parole; this effectively means imprisonment for the natural life of the convicted person, unless the prisoner is found not likely to re-offend and has displayed good behavior, and the convicted person has served at least 25 years.
In the Netherlands, there is never a possibility of parole for any person sentenced to life imprisonment, and any form of release for life convicted in the country is only possible when granted royal decree by the King of the Netherlands, with the last granting of a pardon taking place in 1986 when a terminally ill convict was released. As of 1970 the Dutch monarch has pardoned a total of three convicts.
Even in other European countries that do provide for life without parole, courts continue to retain judicial discretion to decide whether a sentence of life should include parole or not. In Albania, the decision of whether or not a life convicted person is eligible for parole is up to the prison complex after 25 years has been served, and release eligibility depends on the prospect of rehabilitation and how likely he or she is to re-offend. In Europe, only the Netherlands, Ukraine, Moldova and Malta explicitly preclude parole or any form of release for life sentences in all cases.
In South and Central America, Honduras, Nicaragua, El Salvador, Costa Rica, Venezuela, Colombia, Uruguay, Bolivia, Ecuador, and the Dominican Republic have all abolished life imprisonment. The maximum sentence is 75 years in El Salvador, 60 years in Colombia, 50 years in Costa Rica and Panama, 40 years in Honduras, 25 years in Ecuador, 30 years in Nicaragua, Bolivia, Uruguay, and Venezuela, and 25 years in Paraguay. Brazil has a maximum sentence of 30 years under statutory law, but life imprisonment and capital punishment are provided by law for crimes committed during wartime (for military crimes such as treason, desertion, and mutiny) and in the Constitution. 
In the United States, a 2009 report by the Sentencing Project suggested that life imprisonment without parole should be abolished in the country. U.S. law enforcement officials opposed its proposed abolition.[17]
Pope Francis proposed the abolition of both capital punishment and life imprisonment in a meeting with representatives of the International Association of Penal Law. He also stated that life imprisonment, recently removed from the Vatican penal code, is just a variation of the death penalty.[18]
Overview by jurisdiction
	Jurisdiction (link to details)
	Life imprisonment
	Minimum to serve before eligibility for requesting parole
	Maximum length of sentence (under life)
	Indefinite sentence (excl. preventive or psychiatric detainment)
	Mandatory sentence
	Other crimes with possible life sentence
	Under age of 18 (or 21)
	Pardon, amnesty, other release
	Death penalty

	[image: Australia] Australia
	Yes
	Federal: For terrorism & treason offences: 22.5 years.[19] State laws vary.
	None
	Yes[20][21][22] See also: Immigration detention in Australia
	Federal: Yes; for aircraft hijacking.[23]
	Federal:
Main article: Life imprisonment in Australia § Commonwealth
[24] State laws vary.
Main article: Life imprisonment in Australia § State and territories
[25]
	Federal, NSW, QLD, WA, SA, Tas, NT: Yes;
Vic, ACT: No[26][27][28]
	Federal: By Governor General NSW, Vic, QLD, WA, SA, Tas, ACT, NT: by statute[29]
	No

	[image: Austria] Austria[30]
	Yes
	15 years (Imprisonment for a definite period)
or never (Imprisonment for lifetime, when clemency is rejected by President)
	None
	Yes
	Genocide
	Murder, high level drug dealing, Nazi activism, production or distribution of chemical warfare agents to be used in armed conflict; abduction, robbery, rape and statutory rape if the crime causes the victim's death, sea and air piracy and arson if the crime causes the death of a large number of people
	under 16: max. 10 years' imprisonment
16–17: max. 15 years' imprisonment
18–20: max. 20 years' imprisonment
	By president
	No (Abolished in 1968.)

	[image: ] Azerbaijan[31]
	Yes, but only for men aged 18–65
	25 years
	15 years for a single murder (up to 20 years for several crimes)
	No
	None
	Crimes against State, war crimes
	14–17: max. 10 years' imprisonment[32]
	By President
	No

	[image: Belgium] Belgium
	Yes
	15 years (no previous conviction or below 3 years), 19 years (previous conviction below 5 years), or 23 years (previous conviction 5 years or more)[33]
	None
	No
	None
	Murder
	· under 12: cannot be prosecuted
· 12–15: max. detained till the age of 20
· 16–17: max. 30 years' imprisonment[34]
	Parole by Conditional Release Commission or pardon by King
	No

	[image: ] Brazil
	No [35]
	Varies, depending on sentence
	40 years[36]
	No
	No life imprisonment sentence
	No life imprisonment sentence
	No
	No life imprisonment sentence
	Yes, but only in times of war

	Jurisdiction (link to details)
	Life imprisonment
	Minimum to serve before eligibility for requesting parole
	Maximum length of sentence (under life)
	Indefinite sentence (excl. preventive or psychiatric detainment)
	Mandatory sentence
	Other crimes with possible life sentence
	Under age of 18 (or 21)
	Pardon, amnesty, other release
	Death penalty

	[image: ] Bulgaria[37]
	Yes
	20 years or never
	None
	Yes
	None
	Aggravated murder, aggravated kidnapping, aggravated robbery, treason, espionage, war crimes, genocide, desertion in wartime
	· under 14: cannot be prosecuted
· 14-16: maximum 10 years
· 16-18: maximum 12 years
	By President
	No

	[image: Canada] Canada
	Yes
	25 years minimum for first-degree murder or high treason; 10 years minimum for second-degree murder (consecutive sentencing may extend parole ineligibility beyond 25 years in multiple murder cases). 7-25 years for any other offence where the maximum penalty is life imprisonment. [38][39]
	None
	Yes
	High treason, first-degree murder, second-degree murder
	Various crimes including attempted murder, aircraft hijacking, armed robbery, kidnapping, aggravated sexual assault, conspiracy to murder and most offenses resulting in death
	14+: Yes, but only if juvenile is sentenced as adult[40]
	Yes, but only through royal prerogative of mercy[41][42]
	No (Abolished in 1976.)

	[image: China] People's Republic of China
	Yes
	13 years of the original sentence having been actually served.[43] Never in extremely serious corruption cases.[44]
	13 for a single murder if it's the perpetrator's first offence. Between 15-20 for a single murder that is the perpetrator's second offence if he/she serves the sentence with good behaviour
	No
	No
	Various
	Yes
	By courts and by President[45]
	Yes

	[image: Croatia] Croatia
	No[46]
	Varies, depending on sentence
	40 years[46]
	No
	No life imprisonment sentence
	No life imprisonment sentence
	No life imprisonment sentence
	No life imprisonment sentence
	No (Abolished in 1991.)

	Jurisdiction (link to details)
	Life imprisonment
	Minimum to serve before eligibility for requesting parole
	Maximum length of sentence (under life)
	Indefinite sentence (excl. preventive or psychiatric detainment)
	Mandatory sentence
	Other crimes with possible life sentence
	Under age of 18 (or 21)
	Pardon, amnesty, other release
	Death penalty

	[image: ] Czech Republic[47]
	Yes
	· 20 years generally
· 30 or more years if part of sentence[48]
	30 years
	No
	None
	Some cases of murder, public endangerment, treason, terrorism, genocide, crimes against humanity, use of forbidden combat device or forbidden combat tactics, war crimes, persecution of population, misuse of international symbols
	15–18: max. 10 years' imprisonment
	By President
	No

	[image: Denmark] Denmark
	Yes
	12 years[49]
	none[49]
	Yes
	No
	Treason, espionage during wartime, use of force against the parliament, terrorism, arson under circumstances that are life-threatening, hijacking of vehicles, willful release of nuclear substances, murder
	· under 15: no imprisonment
· 15–17: 16 years under normal circumstances, 20 years if gang-related[49]
	After 12 years entitled to request to Minister of Justice; granted by King or Queen of Denmark
	No

	[image: ] Estonia
	Yes
	30 years
	None
	Yes (de facto)
	None
	Some cases of murder, some cases of handling drugs, crimes against humanity, genocide, acts of war against civilians, terrorism, violence against the independence of Estonia, causing an explosion using nuclear energy[50]
	Maximum length 10 years
	Pardon by president[51]
	No

	[image: Finland] Finland[52]
	Yes
	12 years for court release; any time for presidential pardon[53]
	None
	Yes
	Murder
	High treason, espionage, genocide, crimes against humanity, war crimes, homicidal terrorist act, crime against peace
	· under 18: max. 15 years' imprisonment
· under 21: minimum 10 years for parole request
	By president, Helsinki Court of Appeal
	No

	Jurisdiction (link to details)
	Life imprisonment
	Minimum to serve before eligibility for requesting parole
	Maximum length of sentence (under life)
	Indefinite sentence (excl. preventive or psychiatric detainment)
	Mandatory sentence
	Other crimes with possible life sentence
	Under age of 18 (or 21)
	Pardon, amnesty, other release
	Death penalty

	[image: Germany] Germany
	Yes (for adults between 18 and 21 only if tried as adults)
	· Before 1977: never (except with presidential pardon). Ruled unconstitutional by Federal Constitutional Court
· Since 1977: at judge's discretion, most commonly the minimum of 15 years, but there is sometimes never a possibility of release in exceptionally serious cases [54]
	None[55]
	No
	Aggravated murder,[56] genocide resulting in death,[57] crimes against humanity resulting in death,[58] war crimes against persons resulting in death[59]
	Main article: Life imprisonment in Germany § Crimes allowing for life imprisonment
	· Under 14: no prosecution
· 14–18: maximum 10 years
· 18–21: maximum of 15 years or life[60]
	By Federal President or Minister-President
	No (Abolished in West Germany by the Constitution since 23 May 1949. Abolished by law in West Germany in 1953 and in East Germany in 1987.)

	[image: ] Guinea-Bissau
	No
	Varies, depending on sentence
	??
	No
	No life imprisonment sentence
	No life imprisonment sentence
	No life imprisonment sentence
	No life imprisonment sentence
	No

	[image: ] Republic of Ireland
	Yes
	7 years[61]
	None
	No
	Murder, treason
	Manslaughter, rape, aggravated sexual assault, committing a sexual act on a child less than 15 years of age, assault causing serious harm, syringe attacks, aggravated kidnapping, aggravated robbery, aggravated burglary, certain drugs offences, and other common law offences where the maximum penalty is life imprisonment [62]
	age 10–11: rape or murder
age 12+: yes[63]
	By President[64]
	No

	[image: ] Lebanon
	Yes
	10 years
	None
	No
	Aggravated murder, terrorism, treason
	Rape
	Yes
	By President
	Yes[65][66]

	[image: ] Lithuania
	Yes
	25 years
	None
	Yes
	None
	Genocide, prohibited mistreatment of persons under international law, war crimes, crimes against humanity, prohibited military attack, attempted assassination of the President of Lithuania, attempted assassination of a governmental official or foreign official, murder with aggravated circumstances, murder of persons protected under international humanitarian law, terrorism resulting in death, piracy (hijacking of a civilian aircraft or civilian vessel) that results in death or otherwise has grave consequences to the safety of others
	??
	By President
	No (Abolished in 1998.[67])

	Jurisdiction (link to details)
	Life imprisonment
	Minimum to serve before eligibility for requesting parole
	Maximum length of sentence (under life)
	Indefinite sentence (excl. preventive or psychiatric detainment)
	Mandatory sentence
	Other crimes with possible life sentence
	Under age of 18 (or 21)
	Pardon, amnesty, other release
	Death penalty

	[image: ] Macau, China
	No
	Varies, depending on sentence
	25 years (30 in exceptional circumstances)[68]
	No
	No life imprisonment sentence
	No life imprisonment sentence
	No life imprisonment sentence
	No life imprisonment sentence
	No

	[image: Mexico] Mexico
	No (except in Chihuahua for murder involving kidnapping)
	Varies, depending on sentence
	24 years (74 years if convicted of murder involving kidnapping); in the state of Chihuahua, murder involving kidnapping provides for a mandatory life sentence
	No[69]
	Murder involving kidnapping
	None
	??
	???
	No

	[image: Netherlands] Netherlands
	Yes[70]
	Never.
	None
	Yes.
	None
	Murder, aggravated manslaughter, various crimes against the Dutch state, attacks on the monarch, crimes with a terrorist motive, and leading a terrorist organization in especially serious circumstances
	· under 12: no imprisonment
· 12–18: no life imprisonment
	After 25 years served, the Advisory College for the Lifelong Incarcerated reviews whether a return into society is advisable, but only a pardon by royal decree from the King of the Netherlands can rescind a life sentence.
	No

	[image: ] Nigeria
	Yes
	Never[71]
	None
	Yes
	??
	??
	· under 7: no imprisonment
· 7-18: no life imprisonment
	??
	Yes

	Jurisdiction (link to details)
	Life imprisonment
	Minimum to serve before eligibility for requesting parole
	Maximum length of sentence (under life)
	Indefinite sentence (excl. preventive or psychiatric detainment)
	Mandatory sentence
	Other crimes with possible life sentence
	Under age of 18 (or 21)
	Pardon, amnesty, other release
	Death penalty

	[image: Poland] Poland
	Yes
	25 years
	25 years
	No
	None
	Treason, assassination of Polish President, war of aggression, genocide, crimes against humanity, unlawful use of weapon of mass destruction, war crimes, murder, homicide and serious bodily harm resulting in death
	· under 15: no imprisonment
· 15-17: max. 25 years' imprisonment
	By president
	No

	[image: ] Romania
	Yes
	20 years
	None
	No; replaced by 25 years' imprisonment at age 60[72]
	Genocide during wartime, inhumane treatment during wartime
	Treason and other grave crimes against the state, extremely grave murder, capitulation, desertion on the battlefield, crimes against peace or humanity[73]
	under 18: max. 20 years' imprisonment[74]
	Pardon by President, amnesty by act of Parliament
	No

	[image: Slovakia] Slovakia
	Yes; only if necessary to protect society and given the convict is unlikely to be rehabilitated
	25 years
	None
	Yes
	Aggravated murder[75][76], genocide[77], terrorism[78], war crimes,[79][80] recidivism of certain aggravated offenses[81]
	Under certain, aggravated conditions(usually causing death): crimes against humanity, drug trafficking, human trafficking, child trafficking, false imprisonment, hostage taking, kidnapping, robbery, extortion, domestic violence, kidnapping, public endangerment, air/sea piracy, treason, sabotage, espionage, assaulting a public official
	· under 14: no imprisonment
· 14–17: max. 15 years' imprisonment[82]
	By President
	No

	[image: ] Slovenia
	Yes
	25 years
	None
	Yes
	Murder
	Terrorism, drug offenses, crimes against humanity
	· under 16: no imprisonment
· 16–17: max. 10 years of imprisonment in juvenile prison [83]
	By President
	No

	[image: Sweden] Sweden
	Yes
	18 years or never, but parole hearing may be held after 10 years served, thus fixing a much later date for release on parole
	None
	Yes
	None
	Murder, kidnapping, arson, sabotage, dangerous destruction of property, hijacking, espionage, terror crimes, rebellion, endangering the public health by spread of contagion or poison, disloyalty when negotiating with foreign powers, trading in anti-personnel mines, cluster bombs or chemical or nuclear weapons, unlawful nuclear explosion, treason, genocide; in wartime only: mutiny, insubordination, undermining the will to fight, desertion, unauthorised capitulation, negligence of war preparations and negligence of battle duty; attempts, accessories, accomplices and incitements of all the above crimes might also be punished with life imprisonment.[84]
	· under 15: no penalty
· 15-17: max 4 years "care"
· 18-20: no life imprisonment
	By the District Court of Örebro (parole hearing). Or by the Government (pardon).[85]
	No

	Jurisdiction (link to details)
	Life imprisonment
	Minimum to serve before eligibility for requesting parole
	Maximum length of sentence (under life)
	Indefinite sentence (excl. preventive or psychiatric detainment)
	Mandatory sentence
	Other crimes with possible life sentence
	Under age of 18 (or 21)
	Pardon, amnesty, other release
	Death penalty

	[image: Switzerland] Switzerland
	Yes
	10 years or 15 years; individually set by judge
	None
	Yes
	None
	Aggravated murder,[86] aggravated hostage-taking,[87] genocide,[88] endangering the independence of the country[89]
	· under 15: no imprisonment
· 15–17: max. 4 years' imprisonment[90]
	By Federal Assembly (Parliament)[91]
	No

	[image: United Kingdom] United Kingdom: [image: England][image: Wales] England and Wales
	Yes
	15 years or longer (maximum of whole life order), but individually set by judge. A whole life order means life without parole (e.g. natural life in prison until death)
	None
	Imprisonment for public protection — abolished in 2012 but offenders already serving that sentence remained in prison
	Murder and treason
	Rape, armed robbery, kidnapping, false imprisonment, manslaughter, attempted murder, soliciting murder, threats to kill, wounding with intent to cause grievous bodily harm, malicious wounding, using chloroform etc., maliciously administering poison, abandoning children, other serious crimes and other common law offences where the maximum penalty is life imprisonment. [92]
	Yes. Whole life orders cannot be given to offenders under 21.
	amnesty by royal decree (by means of the royal prerogative of mercy) alone or with Act of Parliament
	No

	[image: United Kingdom] United Kingdom:
[image: ] Scotland
	Yes
	Individually set by judge
	Between 17 and 30 years for a single murder without any additional circumstances
	Yes
	Murder with additional circumstances, two or more murders, attempted murder, two or more counts rape
	Any other Common Law offence.[93][94]
	Under 8 : Presumed not capable of committing a criminal offence.
Under 18 : Detention for an indeterminate period.[95]
	Compassionate release by Cabinet Secretary for Justice (Scottish Government); amnesty by royal decree (by means of the royal prerogative of mercy) alone or with Act of Parliament.
	No

	[image: United Kingdom] United Kingdom:
Northern Ireland
	Yes
	Individually set by judge
	None
	No[96][97]
	Murder, rape
	Robbery
	??
	General release through a referendum-based agreement in 1998 (became applicable in 3 cases: i, ii, iii). The royal prerogative of mercy or an Act of Parliament (in accordance with the principle of Parliamentary sovereignty) can be used to grant amnesty like the rest of the UK.
	No

	[image: United States] United States
	Yes (except in Alaska)
	Any minimum term from 5 to 15 years, or never (depending on crime and state)
	Varies by state; 99 years in Alaska
	Yes
	Varies by state
	Varies by state
	Yes (de jure)
	By president or governor of a state (depending on jurisdiction)
	Yes (depending on state)

	[image: ] Uruguay
	No
	Varies, depending on sentence
	12 years
	No
	No life imprisonment sentence
	No life imprisonment sentence
	No life imprisonment sentence
	No life imprisonment sentence
	No

	Jurisdiction (link to details)
	Life imprisonment
	Minimum to serve before eligibility for requesting parole
	Maximum length of sentence (under life)
	Indefinite sentence (excl. preventive or psychiatric detainment)
	Mandatory sentence
	Other crimes with possible life sentence
	Under age of 18 (or 21)
	Pardon, amnesty, other release
	Death penalty


See also
· 10-20-Life
· Incapacitation (penology)
· Indefinite imprisonment
· List of prison deaths
· Use of capital punishment by country
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